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From our rrporta this rnornin'j th* prrJxiKihtim
mr' that the ittafh'r to-dny trill h? winner and
cloudy.
Wall Street Yestebday..Gold advanced

to 11(5$. Stocks were irregnlar. Fr-rei^n exchangeclosed steady and govcrnm» nt bond*
strong.
The Complete and very graphic report* of

Ihe floods, consequent on the ice gorges on the
Delaware, Husqnehanna and tributary rivers,
given on another page, nv illustrated by a

map of the Delaware, from Deposit to DelawareWater Gap, and another of the conotry
immediately around Port Jervic.

London has its share of commercial
troubles. A heavy Mark lane tirm has tubed
with two millions sterling liabilities, anl other
suspension* are said to be threatened in consequence.

Tite French Assembly is about to cot dow n

the army of government paupers. A jury of
nhruipiftnu i<2 ir\ irntiiro mtn tKi<. cnutia «»< tK<>

Bonapartista who are on the pension list on

acconnt of infirmities alleged to have been
contract*'! in the service of the State.

Premotwt Graxt has characteristically settledthe Arkansas question by appointing » *<lovornorBrooks Postmaster at Little Rock.
1'rom the Execntive Chamber to the local jK*t
often does not s< in a v«*ry desirable transfer,
but no rloubt Brooks is Aatislled, and certainly
the President has p it rid of one of his white
t it pliant* on very reasonable term*.

The Wibe ()>»r« or the English turf have
had occasion to lenni that they are nut infallibleiu their judgment. The Linoolnshire
Handicap has b< n won by an ontside horse,
against whom the odds were thirty to one,
while the favorite, at two to one. was fift< ntb
in the race. The thr'-e placed hors»s were,
indeed, all outsiders, the betting against the
second and third having been, at starting,
twenty to one and fifty to one. r« »p' ivuly.

The Fbem h Assemju.t. There is lil>« iy to
be a compromine between the government and
the Left on the question of the dissolution of
the French Assembly, according to onr cable
dcs|Hiteh troin Paris. Provided a day i* fixed
tor the dissolution six months atf« r tin Kasb r

n ee-s, no more elections to till vacancies are

to h< ordered. These are the term* said to lie
» fler< d, and th» question of tilling the vacant
M.it-. which will '>e imni'.diat< 'y brought ip,
wdi dev« lop '.he character and dtcide the late
of the proponed compromise.

NEW YO
The Great Spring Flood*.

The breaking of the great ice gorge at Port
Jervis, which has been so long an object of
apprehension and terror to Ibo inhabitants of
that thriving village and of sympathetic interestto the whole country, took place yesterday
morning, with less damage to property than
mi^ht have been expected. It is fortunate
that tha pent-up flood forced its way through
by daylight. Nothing so intensifies the horror
ot a calamity of this kind as to have it come
iu the durknes* of the night, when nobody
can look far enough abroad to take in the
whole situation and measure the extent of the
duugtr. Niyht is a fruitful breeder ot
imaginary terrors. It is only in the night
th.it the sheeted ghosts of the dead are supposedto walk, unnerving men who would face
riliuiwt any danger without quailing by daylight.It is not easy to conceive a situation
mora terrific than the unloosing of a mighty
fiood of waters when all nature is enveloped
in thick darkness aud the excited imaginationsoi men are not curbed and restrained
by a clear survey of the danger. When such
a calamity overtakes a community suddenly
in the night the seuse of peril is magnified a

inuusanu loiu, Decause wnen noining is

clearly known affrighted imaginations natu-

rally j»ictiire the worst. We can think of nothingmore Appalling than the situation of a

quiet village community startled trora their
ImhIm in the <lead of night nnd fleeing from a

it s'.ructive inundation whose est;nt is hidden
fr >iii their eyes by a thick veil which they cannotj) uetrate. We congratulate the people of
Port Jervis that the floods broke through the
n. gorge in the morning, when the friendly
light "t the «un enabled them to take in the
whole -cue and imagination added nothing
t< th real horrors of the situation. We conjrratuLitotliem that so little damage was done

their property and that only one life was

1 st. Had t'ie wild outbreak of waters taken
plu. m the nighttime nobody can say how
many lives might have been sacrificed in the
p.inu- which would h ive turned weak heads
it. 1 iiui*'ll< d detracted people toward the in-
uu.luting flood instead of away from it.
Whither sii' h catastrophes can be averted

1 ! a-inable fcrcM^ht and effort is a ques-
ti..n v tm h the citizens of Port Jervis and all
* an- expose.1 to similar perils may wisely

i.-iiler. The immense snowfall of the late
*u.i«r nec-»«nrily swells all streams when it
i; v 1 'it m in localities it threatens no

.t dsnk'» r when tin course of the rivers is
ol>-tr<i<-t«-d br a bloekiide of ice. It was

r th«- _r* mt opring addition to the volume of
t 1' lAii- whi'h made that river so dan

1 ut th» tu t |but ,i ^jfent dam of ice
1 .in i' iitunlsti<«n of water behind it

wbnas wiHtt release, whenever it mipht
* nid ii.un.lute the country below.

\ '. ».- -i ! M viit thi«; '

* in of i< l"li« » x; rimenta of nitroii'4-1 : at l'<>rt .Jervi* would seem

I" } »>!> a -tti ; ,-it»nr answer. True it
i« thai if..- -I'^icii of blasting was
n<>t (ffi lent n.unst a gorge of ac-

t-ni'ilwci ic« thi r f >nr miles in extent;
tbt ,r ii in 1-1,»ke *as id del tying it so long,
A' tl I* uniutf f tlx- g- r^'e the rircr was
\ " k> d ' » ft! ii » u^le j oint, and it was

ag;i.iu»t ti,.»» burr r that the ice constantly
br agl.t '! *n by tL> stream accumulated.
TL' ar « s,iT. < !;tr:bn'i n* of new ice from
ab< »e k' pt len^thming the gorge, which
ir^i together in the cold nights and became
cemnt. 1 and consolidated into a compact
niwi m l©* an I miles iu extent. Of course
there wm no j" « >!» ility of Masting out sneh
coh« r» nt mass and < jk nm? a free coarse to

tfee riv^r B it hnd t.me be n t«k»n by the
f r»-isn l bad th< mtr-glycerine blasting
Wen b> un when the «xtent <>f the gorije wns

only a!'* rods, m-tend of aereral mik-a, we

*e>» no r» .im.ii whv it «h nld not hare succeeded
at on » and have averted this catastrophe.

Tliiuta it ! ! tirm f rtiiaK<><l n »t

eThien"*' th it halthry beeul>egan in the
fir»t <1»th of the obstruction tbejr would have
b--«'n completely tu<m^fnL It mill, then-fore,
1» the fault nt the inhabitants if they lire ever

a^niii t xpoaed to ho cr at a peril.
Within the la*t twelve month* we have had

in thin < r try hu nnnsnal number of d'ao1itinir inU': lation*. The destruction of two
or thr fl 'uri-l.in. Tillage* in Central Miwochn«tt* and th butMiinij of the Vxinka of the
awoll-n I <>w. r Mi ar« thr moatmemorublein*t«ii'< ». In tx th "f th<- laxt named

is in th-tl<>od at Port Jcnii
yeaterdijr, llie destructive eflx-U wire the
fault of man m l cannot l»e imputed to the
violence "l nature. They buve uo re»> mbl>mee
to the terrible Timt.it.oca which overtake
region* aubject to heavy earthquake*, or which
lie below the crater* of volcano?*, or which,
like Nonii' of th- We«t lulia isbiu'l* are r\poaedto audden an<i desolating hurricane*.
Th«*c arc evil* igti*4 which no human fore-ifrht«an piovid«\ But tbe drntnetirr inuniln'ion*eij^rienc-^ in tin* country within
the luM ve.ir lw h-nt; to a i1;flerent category.
Ther» no "»>e of thetn w*uch might not have
been prevented by fnrwatif |>ru<ien<i. TL«
M i*sachu*» tU innnlati n» w. re the conm*quenceof a «liHbone«tly built dam, cheaply
constructed in afdev to nuke a pr fiubh jat,
The ensm'^DR °f plantation* and wb< b* lt*trict*im th' I»w < t M ->pp' w.i- a m <11
d"*truction of pr «j er y, for it tl«» l< n«« h*<i
not been -ufli-r-d to fall into «!< «y it f .uld
not have occurred. T he evuae t >nn i» .| on

the poverty of th- >i»»** h r 1< riu« on the
river and th» ir nia ilitjr to f'.r u fuud» for
.-.tn nutb» i.iny th b»vee« and ^ them in

fpuir 1* wortM' \f .u~» *» r» "THt <<i tli<~»
SiitU*H ba* iloulil* I it* wm'*'' tb» «*r.

Tbajr h.i<l m<>u«v in<»uyh, l'«* it w*« nil..i|>pr'ipriftii'daicl ! « » «lm li
bail r'lntu n to (h* «Mjr ami »<-lUr» *4
tlj- romniiinitif* wbi< b hit* ti»< U*aka af Ihf

Mimimii|i|iI. W' cinr> «llb'
tiv< HkmI* «l t l.iht y«wr « iii*» r'it»ln# Ti atatioimoflYoiitkix* rU» T «r» lb» n«*qnfum«<f rul|Ml>W kutiwu i*nl» I Tb*rr
is no on* <4 tu> iu »bu-t. n.»k''"t i«"t
hav« bf«u n»< rt' l 1>v ~ a.iuMfor--.'bt. We II-M our | »j l« will
live nn<l Kara, au<l l«< |w tli.>t an ii|«n(ticu<>1 dl atcTM »u<t 'Inn, r« may U«w b II..in |
a littln \» 1<<I<1111. Kvtn if tb< «4 l* ift
Jwtii nbonM ratiihvt to lit- Ui. I Vt Ibrtf
own inton «t* w« tniat tb«t tlw Km IuiUi*,
wind) J<m** ftfty tti.i * ** m>m U a- it whU
hit' « cont to rlnr out iL# t ifit
first Ixtf iii to f'.rm, will i t l« c*' '|,| ,11

by snrb % <li»«<ter. It <>oljr n- U « < <» im<

li^< nt i»tti-ntii>i» to thf «ri<j*kU <4 o<ir varying
winter* to i*uti< |»it<? lb* "In., r. >i»l m

mmoui wbivb Uu-tatui * * Ultli fun<

RK HERALD. THURSDAY.
«ight and a small expenditure of money will
suffice to turn it asile. An expense of a Irw
thousand dollars at Port Jems wh<*r. t!.c i^e

gorge began to forua would have savt I the
Erie road from the loss of iU bridges and lb*
interruption of its travel. We trust tbis is th>
last calamity of the kind which will ever occur
at that point.
The Swallow Talis a ad ths ltl«h

Hats.
The unsophisticated stranger might lnve

supposed yesterday that a procession ot

churches, cach surmouuted by a steeple, wns

walking up Broadway, so pious seemed the
men who walked and so high the hats the*
wore. The High Hats were out in all their

glory, and Heaven smiled upon their efforts to
reach it. If there is anything aristocratic
in age.and the most venerated titles are

the oldest.the High Hats deserve to be
classed with the nobility. Most of
them are heirlooms in old families,
bequeathed by one generation to another, and
brought out on St. Patrick's Day covered with
the dust and grandeur of centuries long past.
Far different is it with the Swallow Tails,
They are modern, mushroom, and some of
them are shoddy. There is nothing aristocraticabout the creations of yesterday, and
as a costume for the occasion they were not
as proper as the High Hats. For ttiat St.
Patrick might have worn a high lmt is possi-
ble, while that he never did wear a swallow
tail is certain. Still, it may be that both
decorations might have been spared with
advantage. Suppose that both the High
Hats and the Swallow Tails should use the
money required for the parade to build a

grand hospital, or support a noble charity,
might not that bo a better way to spend a

couple of hundred thousand dollars? The
Swallow Tails, no doubt, would subscribe liberallyif the High Hats should be handed
around, and we suggest that before next St
Patrick's Day the experiment be tried.

The Truancy Law and the Catholic
Parochial Schools.

The proceedings at the meeting of the
Board of Education yesterday were of more

than ordinary interest. The first report of
the Superintendent of Truancy, which was

presented at the meeting, doss not present a favorableaccount of the piactical working ot the
new law during the brief period it has been in
oj>eration. It has been found very difficult to
obtain the names and residences of the little
street wanderers for whose benefit the law
was mainly enacted, and but few of this class
have been brought into the schools. It is significantof the lives to which these children
are doomed tbat even the youngest of them
seem to be well posted as to the law and
sharp at replying to questions in such a man-

nor as to baffle its provisions. One hundred
and fourteen truants and non-attendants only
have as yet been drawn into the schools in
the whole city.
Another interesting feature of the proceed-

togs was the reception of a communication
from the representatives of the Catholic parochialschools, who ask the appointment of
a committee of the Board of Education to
meet with them for the purpose of consideringthe terms upon which those schools may
be admitted to the benefits and subjected to
the discipline, laws and general management
of the common school system.
There are fifty thousand pupils m the

Catholic schools, and the proposition comcs

in good season to add point to the rebuke ad-
ministered to the bigoted assailant of the
common school system. The proposition,
indorsed by the leading Catholics of the
city, priests and laymen, will, no doubt, receivethe serious attention of the Board.

Tkt Flti*K(Ur« and the Fltz-Wickkamn.
The Patrick Fitz-Wickhams and the Patrick

Fitz-Kellys, while they honor the same patron
saint, celebrate his birthdav in verv different
methods. The Fitz-Kellys, remembering that
St. Patrick travelled through all Ireland on

foot, would consider themselves traitors to

every manly sentiment and every feeling of
reverence if they failed to walk over New
York at least once in the year in emulation of
his example. Yesterday this pleasant duty
wns performed with the greatest enthusiasm
and success. The Fitz-Kellys display their
devotion to St. Patrick by undertaking extraordinaryphysical labor?, and their patriotism
and zeal can only lte estimated in miles. It
is a pilgrimage that they fulfilled, and if
they did not get as far fis Jerusalem
they pissed through Chatham street,
which was the next best thing. The Pat-
rick Fitz-Wickhams, however, never walk
in procession. Thev consider St. Patrick's
)»>d<'~trian tour through Erin to h ive been
on >>f the inirai les lie was so clever at. They
h"ti< r. they admire, they love St. Patrick, but
their aft-ction does not carry them to the ex-

t i t "f it ten-mile tramp. Bat in order to
lultil tii- ir duty they ar<- perfectly williug to
r>ah * the Patr.ck Fits-Kellys and to expr>^s their - iti*fnction with the grandeur of
the display. They are not able hodied
imi M"h i" walk in the Saint's honor, 'but they

ii * extraordinary power in cuting for his
jl- r :th- ting table* n| the Friendly
- id tin iii>l»l« KuightM. Sometimes they

ili* In: unit- iif both, and thus show
t: i»tbi\ .»i |-rt<irm digestive miracles which
«\. ii tlii' Smnt woul'l not havi attempted.
11i ir vi* mine* in with the wine, and

i»iii'f, !ii.i *pnnt* fl<> "1 1 reaking through
k » ... .« j . -ill dittereTK 'n h. ore it.

».i> th li'/ Ki-llx and the Fitz^. it.,- iii' Si l'atricl. k birthday,
tic) "ii I' n.nt imi h p >rty has a perfect
i'mit tn i-i t -ii K mr pari w.« thiuk the
I w kli iin .i Ij. il hi i envied of
ili< »«. lut 'iii' t! lit/ Ki'llvs are to l>e
ill* roof- r» »

Tmk < .1 - < 'inn« to !> <1 u|>i<-(l with
n" .i»- > i "I v an armory r> nt unit,

* >.« ll <1 .iiii I lli» lily, rami up
I* >r- ' »i< ntl I 'im <»| ill#- S.ipreme
t i* r rj»iiru*ni, au>l the <leciaion
« ( i A ait to rrciivt'r u claim

, I ..
* > iri> l In t«ii Jn>l|/«* [«*

i. nil \.r<l<t vis rrti<l« red #«»r tho
I 41' ' 11 «n «l claim wim tlwj hnn

I I v. n»\ <l liar- Tin* amount r»

r I. >\ 11. .<»« of the city'* m il co*t
tut I .ii lr il an«l cl<». n dollars an inr« l i| "i only forty |m r c rit to the

<*yT»i » r. (o\ <.l Alt rnio ha, bwn in ill
»i !«.. |» u < art - Ir km Mo*n nw»y »ncrtfctvi «rr, iB, Oia«ral LKo, from bin uu»c. j

MAKL'il la 1875..TRIP1
OMtfr-rtii i«iimi aitu.

Senator Fos baa Introduced two bill* intendedto Ifu tip and reconstruct the comruon
school men ol this city. We aee no reason

why tbrre ahruld be two m parate law* relating
to tb« K»n-e ibjtd

llMtiit* «r Mr, won 4 not on* tafRce?
W pr<u'i<i it umuaary of the** bills in our

Albany despatch** yestrrday. Tbe first, of
th-n. provides that offlc>* of Commission*
t-rs of Schools and Board ot Education shall
terminate fliirrn dajn att««r tbe pa**age of tbe
art It ts prop %t-d that tlietr function* shrill
then devoir* upon twclvt commissioners to
be appointed by tb« Mayor and confirmed by
tbe Aldermen. It this wore uitemb-d to wire

the s.hooU from anarchy by bridvit g over
the interval betwveu the passage of the bill
and the election ot n new Board ot f'chool
Commission rs » could understand it,
though we could not approve of it.
But vtlien it i« provided thill those
twelvo commissioner* -.bull Ii Id their
offices for five ve*>r« we cannot reconcile the
provision# of bill number one with t-o«e of
bill number tno. lli'l number two aims to

replace the present School Commissioners
with another set, wlio will fiicefcd to nil their
powers and functions on th» l^t ot January
next. What use, then, can there be, nftcr
that date, for the twelve Commissioner* providedfor by Goosey-Fox's bill number one?
We write from a telegraphic summary of the
two bills ; and it is possible that if we had
their text they might not prea.nt quite »o absurda jumble.
The second of Goosey-Fox's bills divides

the ci'y into eight school districts, instead of
the present seven. This might be well
enough, considering the new territory annexed
to the city. The bill provides tor three .School
Commissioners in each district, anl that one

of the three shall go out each year ; which is,
so far, a close reproduction of the present
law. But here follows the chief feature.and
an egregiously bad feature it is .of the
Goosey-Foxy bill. It provides that the Commissionersof Schools shall be elected in euch
district by a popular vote. If Goosey-
Fox had proposed to elect the Comptroller
and Corporation Counsel we should not

seriously object. These are the only officers
besides the Mayor who have over been elected
by a popular vote. The heads of the other
city departments hnve always been appointed,
and not elected, for reasons whose force
hardly admits of question. Why should the
Commissioners of Schools be taken out of this
sound rule? The Department of Education
is the verv last, tlmt should hn cnntrnllprl hv

popular suffrage. We cannot conceive of a

greater misfortune to the city than a school
board of demagogues. Even if an exciting
religious question were not involved in our

common schools wo should deprecate as a

blighting evil any law which would make our

free schools a lootball of party politics and a

part of the spoils to bo scrambled lor by politiciansof the baser sort. But in view of tho
religious complication, the election of tho
Board of Education by a popular vote in
this city would be a fatal blow to
our admirable Bystem of free school?.
Nothing is so repugnant to the spirit of
our institutions as mixing religion with politics,but this would be inevitable from tho
moment that the School Commissioners were

elected by popular suffrage. Rival demagogueswould appeal to Catholic and Protestantprejudices, and we should every year have
an inflammatory religious scramble for tho
control of the public schools. Such a contest,
waged on such grounds, would destroy tbc
usefulness of our system of free schools. One
party in each school district would bid high
for tho Catholic vote, and it would too often
put into the Board bigoted enemies of tho
common school system, who might sometimes
be a majority and administer tho schools in a

manner which wonld make them a scene of
religious discord and kindle the passions of
lue ccimmuniiy lino u name. uoosej'-i'ox s

bill is tlie most incendiary measure ever

broached in the Legislature. It would stimulateProtestant bigotry and Catholic bigotry,
and the interests of education would be lost
sight of in heated religious contentions lor the
control of the Board ot Education. As a stead-
fast friend of the common schools.the most
beneficent of our city institutions.tho
Hei;.u,d rccords its earnest protest against
any such disturbing, destructive measure,
whose eflcct, if not its intention, would be to
fan religious passions and divide the communityinto hostile camps on u question
which, above all others, should be kept out of
the arena of political and sectarian strife.

Mr. Fox's bill is the Ireak of a reckless
demagogue. We object to it because wo deprecateinceHsant tampering with the sclioollaws,
which tends to keep the school system un-

settled aud disturb the quiet, even adminis-
tration. which is more important in this do-
partment than in any other. We object to it
because its tendency and inevitable effect
would be to put the administration of our

schools into the hands of the lowest order
of demagogues. Above all, wo object
to it because it would mix up religion
with our city politics and lead to ceaseless inflammatoryconflicts between Catholics and
Protestants for the control of our schools.
We do not sympathize at all with the blind
and bigoted opposition to our common school
system which is kept up by a small aud noisy
set of narrow-minded Catholics. We shall
never support any small demagogue who
aims to strengthen himself l>v nlnvimr intr.

their hands. We stand on the same ground
as Senator Kernan, who, though n devoted
Catholic, was for twenty years a member of
the Utica School Board, and sent bis own

children to the public sebools. Text books
and school exercises which arc offensive to
('atholies .iro always to be condemned; but
when justice and fairness are observed in
these respects we would fain hope that a majorityof our citizens, Protestants, Catholics
and Jews alike, will give a strong moral supportto the admirable system of free educationwhich is the pride and the boast of our

«>ty.
Ii< m Fon tiik K'.u Mkv, Hoom !.SecretaryDelano re)» i ts t> the President on the

pi'i'srnt -ituation of affair* in the Black Hills

country, The expeditions forming and those
iilrctdy in the territory reserved to the
I ,ill >n-, Ik says, ar" in violation of our tiv ity
with tic Sioux, and will be prevented from
< iteritig the reservation or tip lied tie re-

from, ns the eisc. may be, by forces of the
I nit- d StMi The Indian* object to the iu-
Uuoiua. At the bautc Umc, tho Secretary

.E SHEET.
j «ay«, every possible effort will be made to
extinguish the Indian title to the Black
Hills country, and negotiations to that end
are now progressing. The sooner they are

brought to a successful close the better.
Civilization is bound to advance, and the
adventurous pioneers of the West are hard
men to hold back, especially when the temptingstories of the wealth of the Black Hills regionlure them forward.

Tbc Riverside Improvement*.A De»lr»
able Bill.

A bill is in the hands of the Committee on

Cities of the Assembly to provide for an

assessment for the construction of Riverside
avenue und to obviate a defect now existing
in the law. By the terms of the bill the cost
of construction of the carriageway, walks
and drives upon the widened Riverside ave-

imc, in accordance with the plans already
adopted by the Park Department, is to be
puiil by tho issue of bonds, and is to be as-

»e*8fd.one-half on the property benefited
and the other half upon the city at large.
The whole of the Riverside territory not bo

.laid out is to be hold to tho public use us a

park. The control and muuagement of the
avenues bordering the public parks are vested
in the Park Department by the present city
charter. When the Riverside territory was

taken for tho public use one distinct
portion was taken as an avenue and
another as a park. In completing
the laying out of the avenue it has
been found desirable to embrace within
its lines a strip of the land taken as a park, in
order to make the avenue proper one hundredfeet in width. There is lull power in
tb« Legislature to change the "public use"
for which the territory was taken from a park
to an avenue, and the Park Department has
already authority to do all tho work necessary,
such as regulating, grading, paving, curbing
and flagging on the widened avenue, and to
assess the property benefited. Yet in cuss of
technical objections to the legality of the assessmenttho proposed law is desirable and
probably necessary.
There c:iu be no good reason why the bill

now in tho hands of the Assembly committee
should not be reported favorably and become
a law. The question us to tho expediency
of prosecuting tho work on the River-
Bide improvement at this time dees
not now come into confederation. If it did,
and if the present bill had any direct effect
on that question, reasons enough .could be
advanced in its favor. It appears, however,
to be simply a bill to relieve from technical
and embarrassing objections a power that
already exists in tho Park Department, and
hence it should not meet with any opposition,
It can only be opposed by thoss who desire
to throw obstacles in the way of the improve-
ment itself, and who are indifferent how
much the public interests m".y suffer so long
as thoy can accomplish their own ends. There
is already enough uncertainty about our local
laws, and it is creditable to the Park Departmentthat it desires to clear away all pretence
for technical objections belore it eommeoces

its work. The bill should be reported favorablyand put upon its passage at once.

The Mormon Question.
There is a good deal of noise about the relationof the general government to the peculiarpeople who have made a Commonwealth

in the deserts of Utah. Sinco the solution of
the 'lavery problem there has been no questionabout which the demagogues have shown
bo much cant as this Mormon question. We
n/lmH wtliinrr fhnf Kn uoSrl o r». »!»>«*

Mormons. They arc polvgauiists; thov have
a strange, brutal faith; they make war upon
the cardinal principles of society and the
family r hit ion; they are governed by
a tyranny; their President, Brigham
Young, and his ciders are coarse,
ignorant men, who have founded a

religious empire; and it is our duty, an a

Christian people, to extirpate polygamy,
which, with slavery, is a twin relic of bar-
barism. Wo admit all this argument, and
yet, at the same time, there is another point
from which this Mormon question is to be
vieweil, and it is ttiis: That with all their
faults the Mormons are citizens and are entitledto the protection of tho laws of the
United States.
Laying aside the questions of religion nud

polygamy, we see in the Mormon country the
achievement of oue of tho greatest works of
modern times. When we come to write the
history of the Anglo-Saxon race in Amcrica
the historian will dwell upon the fact that a

strong, sell-willed man marched thousands
of miles over tlie desert, defying the obstacles
of nature and tho attacks of the merciless sav-

age. until he found a plain apparently as l'.ir
removed from civilization as the middle of
Africa is to-day ; that he there established a

community, which, in twenty-five years, lias
grown to be a powerful, prosperous, wellorderedCommonwealth, rich in every element
of material prosperity, its capital one

of tho finest, if not the finest, city
went ol llie Mississippi, with n hundredtowns and villain dependent upon
it; a State where Irugality, prudence,
and must of the virtues which underlie success111 lif" ore brought to a h'gh perfection.
The historian will s:iy thnt this was the work
ot an Anglo-Saxon, ol a plain man, governedonly by a powerful, resolute and rude
intellect. Ho will say that tho people who
composed this community were dnwn from
tbe lower classes of other nations ; that they
were taken Irom worso than poverty and
despair to a loreign country and given contentmentand prosperity in Amcricn. Thi*
work is one ol the striking problems in our

civilization. We think it is Emerson who remarksthat, with the exeption of Mohammedanism,Mormonism is the only r ligiou ol
modern times that lias shown force. It is not
wist; lor us, in considering the Mormon «|uention,to allow our dislike ot polygamy tr> close
tnr eyes to the true merits of what tho Morliioji"have done in Utah. Nor, because wo

regard polygamy ns a crime, and its existence
an ulci ration m onr society, should we justify
the adventurers, tbe off-scouring* of tlx Ka Ierncities, w ho have b« en tempted by the
prosperity ol the Mormons, and have poured
into I tali, meaning to rob the people of what
they have corely earned, and men who go
tln r lor plunder, not because they want to
make war against immorality and irreligion.
It, is difficult not to see this Gentile
spirit in the proc.jediugs against iirigbatn
Vouug which wcro reported recently, ot his
iiuuriaoianvut iu tuc Jt'cuitciniury, and 111 tho

fact that these acU of the federal court were

received with ''great satisfaction by the Gentileoommuuity." It is difficult not to
in most of the acta of our federal officers in
Utah a demagogical spirit which should not
be encouraged.
Let us deal with the Mormon question as

we should have dealt with the slavery question.peacefully,and to the end that our laws
should be vindicated while the rights of ths
citizens shall be secured. Do not let the
avarice of eager, bustling adventurers drive
us into injustice toward the Mormons. Polygamyis a sin und a crime in Utah, but at thf
same time prostitution is a sin and a crime iu
New York. There is ns much reuson ior the
conduct of our federal courts iu Utah as then
would bo for tho saruw conduct in New York
upon the ground tlmt prostitution was here »

tolerated and almost recognized evil, and that
therefore we, as citizens, had no rights which
tho federal authorities are bound to respect.

Kapid Transit.

Colonel Thomas A. Scott, President of the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company, in th«
course of au interesting interview with one of
our correspondents, published a few days ago.
informs us that he is now about to improve hii
railway system between New York and Philv
delphia; that we shall have rapid transit bj
"a series of elegantly upholstered and rapidlj
flying trains, that will lap tho distance in about
one-half tho time now consumod by tho swiftestexpresses." The road is to bo improved,
sidings are to be built, now engines of th«
strongest calibre will be put on the track.
Philadelphia and New York aro tha two
largest cities of the country. Thoy
are closely connected by a thousand
interests. Tho distance between them could
bo accomplished in an hour and a half if we

ran trains upon the speed maintained betweeu
London and Brightou. What is wanted betweenNew York and Philadelphia is not
large trains of heavy cars, but small trains
running in quick succession. It would b<
much better for us to have the English system
of cars, which are smaller and quite as comfortablefor day travel. If a train could bo
run between Philadelphia and New York in
an hour and a half, leaving say every houi
during the day, it would be of incalculable
advantage to the two cities. If Colonel Scott
succeeds in achieving this rasult ha will m9rit
tho gratitude of the people, and, no doubt,
add largely to the usefulness and value of hia
railway.
The Civil Rights Bill in Opebation..A

few unpleasant incidents in connection with the
practical working of the much discussed Civil
Rights bill havo already been recorded, and
many more are likely to occur. The mischievousnature of the bill is in its tendency to provokeand perpetuate Bocial prejudices, which,
left to themselves, might either die out entiroly
or become considerably weakened in course of
time. Special legislation in such cases can
never be productive of good. The good sense
of tlio white and colored people will, however,
settle the vexatious question in a more harmoniousmanner than ever the promoters of
the bill contemplated, and the extremists of
both races will find their efforts to make politicalcapital out of the question fruitless in tha
end.

In the Suit brought by the shareholders of
the Emma Silver Mining Company, of London,against Senator Stewart and others as

parties alleged to be responsible for the sale,
an application was made on the part of the
defendants lor an orler requiring the plaintiff'sto give security for costs. The motion
was granted and the amount of security fixed
at five thousand dollars.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

Scrlbner, Welford A Armstrong will publlsb
Scbliemann's "froy."
The liric-.l-Brnc books hare reached a sale of

7,ooo volumes each.
Mr. John La Farge, the artist, Is anions: the lata

arrivals at the Everett House.
Congressman John M. Davy, of Rochester, ta

staying at the Metropolitan Motel.
Mr. ilenry A. Tilden. of New Lebanon, N. Y., la

sojourning at the St. Nicholas Hotel.
The first volume of Putnam's fierman classic*

wilt be GOethe's "Hermann und Dorothea."'
Itev. Dr. \v. c. Cattell, President of Lafayetta

College, is residing at the St. Nicholas Hotel.
General ltoiiert Lenox Ranks, of Albany, hat

taken up bis quarters at the Clarendon Hotel.
Ex-Senator Keubcn E. Kenton arrived from

Washington yesterday at the Filth Avenue Hotel.
'ihe author of ' The Harbour Bar," published

by Macmtilan A- Co., is the wiic of an Oxford prolessor.
The President has appointed ex Governor Josepn

lirooks, of Arkansas, to be Postmaster at Little
Pock, Ark.
M. L»U: u llollln leaves behind him a work on Atheism,which will, It is said, preseut to the world ihe

creed ol the author.
Ex-Attorney Genaral Marshall B. Champlaln, of

Cuba. N. v., has taken up his resldenco at tha
Metropolitan Hotel.
Connrcflsuien J. H. Burleigh, of Maine, and n.

II. il.ituorn, of Saratoga, N. Y., aro registered at
the I ntu Avenue Ho'.el.

Mr*, oiiphant's late<t novel, "The Story of Valentineand His Brother," will be published
shortly by Harper A Bros.
Mr. Franklin B. Gowen. Presldeut of the Phlla

deiphta und Beading Kallroad Company, hai
apartments at th<? Brevnort House.
The literature of cremation has culminated In n

Mmt Hearing* I'pon I'urtlle Health,'' by \V. Ka-isle,
Civil humnei-r.
Proe«aor llitciicocX'H recent and thorough

logical an«l niiner.ilojjical curve} of New Hotnp>
atilre, the mou intei e«*lne o! the Atlantic Stsitn
to the ci'Oiut of tlieae brnnrie*. win lie reported
in two volume* of text and one or map*, to hi
published by R. i. Kiatroan, Concord.

I itu tii" admirable eximnle of the early
Knjli«n Text socleu, there ha* l>ecn atarted ic
Parian Kariv Krenrl Tex' .Society. It will re

print -miIi M.irie booka in French literature ai
rrtatan," Itoinao dea ."»ept Haiea," "i-ea

«*nan*oti« d'i Kol <1e Navarre," "La (hronlqtn d«
Jeliati le liel, 'aBU popular chanaon* or the (if
te. nth reu'ory. The annu <1 subscription wl,| M
only twenty-live irane*.
The luat iut of tln< manuscript or Itret Hurt '«

novel will be mveii to the irini<>r* on iiio 1st o

April. They hare be«n aottlnir on It up to date
ao thai l» will not i» t Iour l*ior it will ixj in
liandnof the |'U.»lie. Mr. Iiarlc on*ld r« tn.it hi
haa put In* in* »t work iii " thU iwiok. .unl in>i »|»
Iiik'iv cay* thai ho became very tnu«'h Interested in
the «tory when reading it orur in ttie prooi-. rt»»
volutin', will' II will contain orue Vto pajjea, will
be lluiat rated by l-Vi picture*
Mea-rv I. !l. 1'etsraoii A l;rna. nre m.ikinjr < -tic.

eeaa of theirtrorgeoua new edition oi the pioiii.e
Mr-, .-ou'liwuritra novi ia. Jius > ,ne arm hurt
revived I'ajnoHIa* " 'onit 01 l/>n<lou.' w.'iiii
cialina to be the hook for whir i t <«re was .1 ) n
ward cl t ».ouo ofleted. iu-> » o 1 pi iut u ,rri
Ainsworih'i Tower of London,'' wi u ninetythreelliu tratlotia by .,r.- t rm r han- lute
is aanl to lie a moat romantically ttviihiui h \;tf
of the Jauiou* lower.


